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PREFACE, 




E have an Account of feveral 
\ famous Adulterers and Adulte-' 
reffeSy both tnfacred and profane 
Hifiory ; it is not my prelent 
DeGgn to particularize tbem^ 
*only I would obferve^ that all civilized Na- 
tions have made foery fevsre Laws- againft' the 
heinous Crime of Adultery ^ with two princi- 
-pal Views : the firfly to deter Men and Wo^ 
men from the Commijfion of this very evil and 
pernicious Crime % andfecondly^ topunipfucb 
who pould he found guilty of it. 

That this Offence never went unpunifhed, 

even in this Lije^ we learn from feveral In^ 

fiances in Holy Writ^ as in the Cafe of Davi<J 
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and Uriah* David // feems was walking^ up'^ 
en the Rod/ of bis Palace^ (for all the Jewifli 
Uovfes were fiat roofed) and from the Roof he 
faw Bathfhcba bathing herfelf in her own 
Garden^ which adjoined to David's Garden^ 
Bathfheba was 'uery beautiful to look upon^ 
and the King feeing her naked, difcovered all 
her CharmSy and was fo ravifloed therewith^ 
that be immediately fent two Mejfengers, (even 
whilftfke was in the Bath) to her, to bring 
her unto him. The Lady being .acquainted 
with the Mejfagefrom the Kivg by her Mdids^ 
ft:e left the Batby dreffed herfelf went with 
the Mejfengers^ and laid with King David,, 
u4fter which fi:e returned to her own Houf'e^ 
and in proper Time perceived herfelf with 
Child. No oiie knew /i&^7/ David i?;?^ Uriah 
were guilty cj Adultery befides bimfelf and 
Baibfhcba, as Eupofttors think, fave the AU 
fnigbty 5 for David wasfo abfolute a Monarch, . 
that if it had been publickly known ^ the Civil 
Law could not have laid hold of him, yet we 
find, he did not go unpunifhed j and the AU 
mighty in this Cafe therefore punifked the 
Royal Adulterer htmfelf Hear the dreadful 
Sentence which the Lord Jehovah paffes on 
X/;?^ David, for the Adult er-^ he had com- 
mittedwith BathiTieba, the Wife of Uriah the 
Hittite : • Becaufe thou haft dcfpifcd me, 

* [that is, the Law \ had giveq unto thee 

* from Mount Sinai, viz. T^hou (halt not 

* commit 
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* commit Adultery^ and has taken the Wife 
^ of Urhb the Hittite to be thy Wife ; be- 

* hold I will raife up Evil againft thee out of 

* thine own Houfe/ AH which came to 
fafs^ as the Reader will find in ferufing the 
Life of David. 2 Sam. xi, &c. 

Adultery, is properly the Sin of Incon^ 

tinence between two married Perfons ; yetj 

if one be married it is Adultery ^ which was 

feverely punijhed by the ancient Laws of this 

Land. King Edmund, a Saxon, * paniftied 

* Adultery with Death in the fame Manner 

* as Homicide or Murder/ And Canute the 
Dane, ordered^ * the Man taken in Adultery 

* to be baniflied, and the Woman fo taken, 

* to have her Nofe or Ears flit, or cut off' 
Coke in bis Inftitutcs, relates a notable Cafe^ 
concerning the Adultery of Margaret, the 
Wife of John de Camou, who with her Huf 
band's Confent^ lived in Adultery with Sir 
William Panell, yet Jhe lofi her Dower. 

In the old Records we read of a remarka^ 
hie Adultery^ which came on before a "Jury of 
twelve Men. * Robert Pincern brought his 

* Adlion againft William Wake^ for com- 

* mitting Adultery with his Wife, in his, the 

* Plaintiff's own Houfe. Pincern being jea- 

* lous of Wake forbad him his Houfe, but 

* Wake ^xdi no Regard. to this Prohibition, 



^ but after fuch Prohibition entered tfacHoufe 

• of the faid Pinccrn^ laid with his ^yife, 

• was feen in Bed with her, and taken (fays 

• my Author) in the very Adt of Copulation ; 

• or, as he fays afterwards, in the moft joy- 

• ous Aft. The Jury adjudged, that he 

• (hould not only be caftraied, but that his 
' Privy Member ihould be cut off, if the 

• Plaintiff infifted on it ; or, that He, Walu^ 

• the Defendant, fliould make PincernS^^ 
^ tisfaftion out of his Goods and Chattels, lb 

• much as he, the Plaintiff^ (hould lay td 

• his Damages/ 

Upon which we may obferve^ 

First, 7'hatthe ancient Sdixon Law made 
againft Adultery was Death. And this we 
may call the firfl Punijhment eflablifhed in 
England againfi Adultery \ for undoubtedly 
Adultery was punijhed with Death all the. 
Time this IJland was in the Hands of the Ror 
' mans ; becaufe we learn from their Hifiori- 
am, 4hat thisgreai People punijhed thisCrime 
wiih immediate Death. Indeed, to' their Ho- 
nour we are told^ that Jor upwards of Five 
Hundred Tears before the Birth £/ Chrift, a- 
mong thefe happy Romans, not one married 
Pair was found guilty of the Sin of Adultery, 
they lived Jo perje£ily chafle^ hadp much Re^ 
gard tQ their Honour, and were Jo devoted t^ 

the 
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the Matrimonial Tie. But tbefe great and 
brave Pet^le^ then Heathens and Gentiles, 
^ere fo degeneartedj . a few Centuries after ^ 
tbatwefind^ in the Reign (jT Theodofiae, the 
beautiful Virgin Pulchcria, (when then ruled 
the whole Roman Empire under ber Brother) 
telling her Brother^ the Emperor, that Jhe had 
caufed tbeRecords of theEmpire to be fearchedy 
and that upwards of Three Thoujand Women, 
had, in a few Tears pafi, been put to Death 
for Adultery. And this was the Jewifti Law, 
at the Time of ChriftV Minijlry, as appears 
from that Story in St. John, of the Jews 
bringing to our Savioor a Woman taken in 
Adultery, and demanding of him, that the 
Woman fo taken, fhould be put toJDeath, cc^ 
fording^ to the Law ofMoCe^ by being ftoned. 

Secoitdly, In the Reign of Canute the 
T)^nc,in the Tear jo 16, this ancient Law 
rfpunijhing Adultery with Death was firjl 
abolijhed, and the following milder Punijh^ 
ments fubjlituted in^its Room, viz. The Man 
taken tn Adultery was order-ed to be bamjhed, 
and: the Woman fo taken was to have her Nofe 
and Ears flit ^ or cut of. 

, Thirdly, Some Tt^ar^ after this, the 
Pttnifhtnent of Banijhment, on the Tart of 
the Man guilty, of Adultery was changed into 
Caflration, or, that the Offender was to make 

the 
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the Perfon injured SatisfaSlion^ and then it 
became a Cujiom^ tbattbe Woman was to r^- 
ceive, no corporal or ^pecuniary Punijhmenf 
at ail 

This is now the State of the Cafe^ and 
has heenfo forjome Hundred Tears pafi^ (^x- 
cept during the ProteSiorate (?/ Oliver Crom- 
well, when this heinous Crime was^ accord- 
ing to the ancient and divine Law, punijhed 
with Death) the Man is to make the Huf^ 
band SatisJaSlion done him by committing A-^ 
dultery with his Wife^ and the Woman may 
be divorced^ but cannot other Way^ he either^ 
punijhed or imprifoned. But^ if the Woman 
be divorced, the Husband muji allow^ her a 
Maintenance equal to bis Circumjiances. ^ 

^ It is hoped the following VroctcdinfLS wilt 
bavi the deJiredEffe^^ viz. To ditfr all Per^ 
/onsfrom the CommiffiQn of the abominable and 
incejiuous Crime of Adultery. 



ERRATA: Page 6, line 9; for 1750, read, 
1756. 
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E F O R E the Right Honoura- 
ble the Lord MJNSFIELD, 
Lord Chief Judice of His Ma je- 
lly's Court of King's Bench : On 
Saturday^ the Eleventh of June^ 
1757, in the King^s Bench Court 
;. n the GaildbaU of the City of London. 

The Court was opened, about a Quarter of 
an Hour before Six of the Clock in the Even- 
ing^ by ufual Proclamation. 

Soon after, a Special Jury of Merchants were 
impannelled, to try an ASion broug ht by Ad.- 
niiral Knowles^ againft Captain Gambier^ for 
CrimiDal ConvQrfation with his Wife. 
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THe Jurjj being fworn and feated/ which took 
up fome Time, the G)urc being fo exceedingly 
trowdcJd, before the Jurors fworn could get into 
the Jury-Box, the Council for the Plaintiff pro* 
ceeded to open the Caufe of A€tion. 

Council for the Plaintiff. May it pleafe you, 
ttiy Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, I am of 
Council for the Plaintiff, and this A£lion is 
brought by the much injured Party, Admiral 
KnowleSy againft Captain Gambier^ Captain of 
His Majcfty's Ship the Severn^ for Criminal 
Converfation with the Admiral's Lady. The 
Admiral lays to his Damages the Sum of Ten 
Thoufand Pounds. We Ihall call our Witnef- 
fes, on the Part of the Plaintiff, and prove the 
Fa6l committed by the Defendant to your Sa- 
tisFa6lion, and then. Gentlemen, you will give 
, us fuch Damages, as you ihall think the Na« 
ture of the Cafe and the Heinoufnefs of the 
Crime deferves, which cannot be lefs, in my 
humble Opinion, than what the Plaintiff has 
laid in the Declaration. 

S^vond Council for the plaintiff. Gentlemen 
of the Jury, I am likewife Council in this 
Caufe tor the Plaintiff. This is an A£kion 
brought by Admiral Knowlesy againft the De- 
fendant . Captain Gambier^ who has pleaded. 
Not Guilty, for Criminal Converfation and 
Correfpondence with the Plaintiff's Wife. It 
is an Offence the Defendant Gatnbier has been 
guilty of, of the higheft Nature in itfelf, and 
the moft deftru6^ive of that Peace and Happi«> 
nefs, that Love and Affe6lion which ought, 

and 
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and which every Man expels from his Wife 
ihould attend the married State. An Injury of 
this Sort has always been looked on as an ir- 
reparable Lofs where-ever and when-ever it has 
happened. • Adultery in moil of the civilized 
Nations of Antiquity, was punifhed with 
Death, and we all know this, that Mofss^ the 
Lawgiver of the Hebrews^ by the Command 
and Appointment of G o d Him(elf, as it is 
written in the Old Teftament Records, ordered 
the Perfon taken in Adultery, in the adulte-^ 
rous A£^, to be fione^ to Death. At prefcnt, 
and in England particularly, the Laws are noc 
fo fevere, Divorce, and pecuniary PuniQiments 
arc the only Penalties we are fubjeS tp. This 
Scene of Adultery now before you is one of the 
moil atrocious and wicked as ever was tried in 
this or any other Court, or perhaps in this or 
any other Nation, if coniidered in all its Cir- 
cumftances i and which as near as poflible, and 
the Nature of Things will admit, we ihall now 
lay before you. And, if my lnilru£lions be 
true> as 1 have no Realon to doubt they are, 
we ihall ibew you how, and in what Manner, 
the Defendant Captain Gambier corrupted and 
feduced from her Allegiance and Afte£lion to 
her Husband, the Wife of the Plaintiff. Ic 
fcems, the Plaintiff, Admiral KnowUs, was 
fent over by His Majefty^ as Governor of the 
Ifland of Jamaica j this brought Mrs. Knowhs 
thither. This happened in the Year 1750. 
And here the Admiral and hi$ Lady lived 
happy in the Enjoyment of one the other, as 
Men and their Wives ought to do, and my 
Plaintiff had by Mrs. Knowles three Children, 
during his Government ; and &r ought that ap- 
B 2 pears 
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pears to the contrary, would have remained 
happy to this Time, it it had not been for the 
wicked Infinuations and adulterous Contrivan- 
ces of Mr, Gambiefy the Defendant in this 
Caufe. It feems, that this wicked Commerce 
bptween the Defendant and the Plaintifl's Wife ^ 
began, as we Ihall prove, by undeniable Evi- 
dence, on the twenty-third of ApriJy in the 
Tear 1750. in the Ifland of Jamaicay in Go- 
vernor Knowles^s own Hoofe. Here it be- 
gan. It feems, the Admiral put fo great Con- 
fidence in the Defendant, and had fo great an 
Opinion of his Integrity and Friendfliip, that 
he (being recalled from his Government) and 
his Family being to return to England^ he put 
his Wife and Family aboard the Defendant 
Gambier^s Ship, in Order for their fafe Re- 
turn to London. The Admiral himfelf could 
not return to England with his Family by the 
fame Ship, but was obliged to flay in Jatnaiy 
cdy on fome very neceffary and urgent Bufincfs 
which required his Prefence and perfonal At- 
tendance a Month or two longer. We fliall 
ihew you. Gentlemen, in what Manner this 
Criminal Correfpondence between the Defen- 
dant and Mrs. KnowleSy begun on Shore, in 
the Governor's own Houfe, as I have already 
obferved, was carried on and daily praftifed 
on board the Defdndant^s own Ship, during the 
whole Voyage from Jamaica to the Port of 
London. When we have condufted them to 
Town, we fhall/fhew you, how this wicked . 
and adulterous Intrigue was carried on from 
Day to Day, a Lodging was taken for Mrs. 
Knowlesy by Mrs. Knowlesh Maid-Servant, ac- 
cording to the Directions of the Defendant, 

where 
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where he frequently vifited Mrs. KfiowUsj di-^* 
ned and fupped with her, was alone with her 
at feveral Times, Hours together, and was in 
Ihorc feen in Bed with her. We fhall like- 
wife fliew you, that Mrs* Ktiowles did often 
viiit the Defendant at his Lodgings, fup with 
him, and ftay in his Company, alone wi:h him, 

many Hours together, ana that frequently. 

Now, Gentlemen, this is the Nature of our' 
Evidence ; to corroborate which we Ihall pro- 
duce to you, and lay before you for your feri- 
ous Perufal and Confitleration divers Letters 
written by the Defendant to the Plaintiff's 
W ife which ackaowledge the Fa£):, and prove 
the Criminal Correfpondence which has been 
carried on between them : And if, as I am 
furc we Ihall, we can prove themi to be the 
Defendant Gambier*s own Hand-writing, wc 
Ihall fet this Matter, I mean the Criminal 
Converfation between thefe two Parties, out 
of Difpute. So far out of Difpuie, that I 
wonder what Sort of Defence, the Gentlemen 
on the other Side of the Queftion intend to fee 
up; but as near as 1 can conjcQ:ure, they 
have pleaded No&^Guilty to bring this Caufe 
before you, to induce yru to give fmall Da- 
mages, and to afcertain them. But this I am 
fure, when this atrocious Affair fhall come out 
before you, attended with all its Circumftan- 
ces, and confidered as to its unhappy Confe- 
quences, you will be of Opinion, that thq Da- 
mages the Plaintiff has laid in his Declaration 
are but juft and reafoiiable. The Defendant 
Gambiery it does appear through the whole 
Courfe ol this Proceeding, has, afling below a 
Man of Honour, betrayed that Confidence, 
• Friendlliip 
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Friendfhip and Truft which the Plaintiff Ad- 
miral Knowles had pur in him, by corrupting 
and reducing his Wife. In the Defendant's 
Letters, which will be laid before you, there 
are many Things very furpiizing and roman- 
ticlc : He tells Mrs. Knoivlesy that he looks 
on the twenty-third of Jpnl^ the Day ihcy 
firft began their Criminal Correfpondence in 
the Governor's own Houfe, at Kingjlon in y^- 
waica, as the happieft Day he ever enjoyed, 
he remembers, he fays, and commemorates it 
too as their Wedding -Day in the Sight of 
God: Says, fi)r you mull know, by tlic way, 
Mr. Gawbur is a married Man, and has two 
or three Children, that he ihall never love 
Mrs. G. (fo it is written G not Gombier ac 
Icnpih in the Letter) meaning his Wife, nor 
her Children any more, or not fo dearly as her, 
meaning Mrs. Kncwhsy and her Children, if 
God Ihould blcfs them with a Token of 
their Love. And, that he (hould love her for 
ever, and if he Ihould have any Token of their 
mutual Love and Tenderncfs, as he hoped and 
was almoft fure he Ihould, he would take Care 
of ir, and nourifli it before «11 the World be- 
fidcs himfclf and the happy Mother ; that is, 
that he would take Care ot it, and provide for 
it, next to himfelf and the Mother, of all Be-, 
inps and Things in the whole World. In ano- 
iJier of thcfc Letters, he writes thus : Keep 
iiic. Madam, no longer in Sufpence, you can, 
if you will, inform me, that our mutual Love 
is crowned with Succefs, — crowned with fomc 
Token of our tender and fincerc Love. This 
laft Exprcffion the enamoured Captain Gambiet 
repeats fcveral Times. -Aigain, he fays, in 

thefc 
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thcfc Letters, that he, the Defendant, coJiiinual^ 
ly mfde Mention of her Name in his Prayers, 
every Night and Morning, to Almighty God^ 
wilhing heartily and ardently, that the Time 
may Inortly and fwifciy come, therein they 
may be happy, without any UneaHnefs and In- 
terruption, in the Enjoyment of one another, 
which would mal^e them ample Amends for all 
the Hardihips aad Difappointments they liad 
met with; fori look upon you, Madam, as 
my lawful and beloved Wife. I fhall conclude 
my Obferviftions on thefe Letters with noting 
one other Circumftance, and that is; that the 
Defendant in one of them fpeaks of the Blifs 
and Happinefs they had often enjoyed in the 
State-Cabbin, meaning Mrs. KftowUs's Bed- 
chamber aboard his own Ship, in which he 
brought the PlaintifTs Wife from the JVeJf /»- 
dies to London. Thus, Gentlemen, have I 
given you a brief Accpunt of this iniquitous 
Tranra6lion, which will ihortly come out in its 
full Length and proper G)lours from rhe Mouths 
and Teftimonies of our Witoeffes. Now, Gen- 
tlemen, in Cafes of this Nature, there lies for 
your Confideration, thefe fevcral Particulars : 
Firft, Whether the PlaintitF Admiral KnowUs 
was married to the Party with whom the Dc- 
fendatit has been thus criminally c( nverfant, as 
I am inftrufied to fay ; for if we on the Part 
of the Plaintiff fhall not be able to prove their 
Marriage, that is, the Marriage of Admiral 
Knowles to his Wife, this Aftion brought by 
the PlaintiflF in the prefent Caule, will fall to 
the Ground ; for if the criminal Parry Mrs. 
Knowles be not married. Captain Gaml?ier^ 
with her Confeot^ will have as much Right to 

lie 
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lie with her as Admiral Knowlesi wherefore, 
we Ihall prove to your Satisfaftion by Evidences, 
and honourable Evidences too, that Mrs. 
KfiowUs was married to Admiral KnowUs at 
jiix la Chapelle. * And here it will turn our, 
that the Admiiid, being at Aix la Chaptlk in 
France y fell in Love with Mrs. Knowles^ who 
was the Daughter pf an honourable and reputa-** 
h\c Family in chat Cicj, and there married her. 
This bcipg done, and which, I aip fure, wc 
ihali do CO your entire Satisfa£tion, the Second 
Thing which demands your Attention, is, the 
Proot of the Faft, that is, the Circumftances 
and Probabilities. that the Defendant Gambier 
has been guilty of a* Criminal Coaverfation and 
Corrcfpondence with the Plaintiff Knowles*s 
Wile. .This being proved to your Satisfaftion^ 
the third and laft Contideratioa which lies be-» 
fore you, is, what Damages the Plain^tiff has 
fuftaii)ed from the Defendant by the Corrup- 
tion, Defilement and Adultery of his Wife. 
In Cafes of this Nature, Juries have. always gi- 
ven large Damages; and 1 do not doubt, Gcn^ 

tlemen^ 

* A great and ftrong City of Germany^ in the Circle of 
Weftfhaiia^ and Dutcby of Juliers^ an Imperial free City, 
and the Burying-Place of Charles the Great, It is famous 
on many Accounts ; for its falutary and falubrious Waters, 
for its Populoufnefs and Riches ; for the Retirement of Dt^ 
Franeis Jnerhury, late Bi(hop of Rochefter^ and Dean of 
the Collegiate Church of St. Peter^ in the City of Wejf- 
win ft try after his Attainder and Banifliment from England^ 
where his Lord (hip lived feveral Years and died in the 
Proteftant Faith ; and laftly, for the late Treaty of Peace 
concluded between England and Trance ^ at a Cbngrefs held 
in this City, in the Year 1748. It is fituated in a low 
Placs, and all incircled with Hills. It is alio well r<;> 
forted to by tha Beau Monde of all the Natioas in Ew' 
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tlemcn^ when you have heard both Sides of this 
Caufe, but you will be able to give a juft 
Judgment, find fufiicient Damages for the in* 
jured Plaintiff, and fo puni(h the Defendant as 
may deter all Perfons for the future, from be- 
ing guilty of fuch atrocious Crimes; aCrime, 
which in icfelf is the moil de(lru£live of the 
Peace of Society, and of that Tranquillity and 
Happinefs which ought to fubiift in every Fa- 
mily. We will now dall our Witncffes, and. 
lay before you thefe Fa£);s, and we do noc 
doubt, but you will find a Verdict for the 
Plaintiff. 

Call Lady Williamf. 

We will, my Lord, with your LordlhipV 
Leave, firlt prove the Marriage of Mrs. Kftowies 
with Admiral JC/ytw/^j at^/x./^ Cbapellc, in 
the Ye^r 1750. 

Lady Williams fworn. 

^.. I think. Madam, you was at Aioi la 
Chape lie in the Year 1750. Do you know any 
Thing of the Marriage of Admiral iCwa;/^^ 
with his prefent Wife ? Was you prefent at the 
Marriage ? And what do you know of it ?— — • 
Pleafe to give the Court and the Jury an Ac** 
count of what you know relative to this Af- . 
fair. 

Lady Williams. I was at Jix la Chapelle in 
the Year 1750; I went thither to drink the 
Waters for the Sake of my Health ; I knew 
the Gentlewoman before the Admiral married 
her fome Time ; ibe was a modeft, agreeable, 
courteous, well behaved, fober ydunf: Woman^ 
and the Daughter of very reputable Parents in 
chat City. The Admiral coming here, aiid 
lodging in the Hotel, kept by her Parents, or 

C frequented 
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frequented the fame^ fell in Love with her. 1 
have been often at her Parents Houfe, and be- 
ing well acquainted with both the Parties, wich 
the Admiral and with the Bride, I was invited 
to the Wedding ; and I was j^refent at her Mar* 
tJage with the Admiral. I faw them married^ 
and the Ceremony was performed in a Parlour, 
or Dining-Room, in her Father's Houfe ; there 
were fqveral other Perfons prefent befides my-- 
felf. 

Grofi'-Examined. 

J^. You fay. Madam, you was prefent at the- 
Kf arriage of Admiral Knowles with his Wife. 
Pray, where was the Ceremony pertormed^ and 
by whom ; 

Lady Williams. It was performed in a pri- 
vate Room in the Houfe of her ParentS) and 
by a Prieft, wiio was dreflbd in a fecular Ha- 
bit, like our Clergymen here in England. 

J^. Was the Ceremony performeid with a 
Ring? 
^ Lady Williams. I did not obferve that. 

^. Did you underftand what was faid, be-- 
caufe the CeremK)ny was not performed either 
in french or ixiEnglip ? 

h^idy Williams. No, I did not; becaufek 
was performed in Lattny and I do not under^ 
iland Latin \ but yet I could perceive they 
were married, and this I knaw they lived to- 
gether as N4an and Wife all the while they 
and I were at Jix la Chapelky which, was 
fome Time. And every one loaked on tliem 
as Man and Wife, and treated them with the 
Civilities ufual on fuch Occafions. 

^. What 
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^ What is the Maiden Name of Admiral 
Knowhs*% Wife^ and of what Age was flie 
When married ? 

Lady Williams4 Her Maiden Name was 
Pluftfce^ and flie was about eighteen Tears of 
Age when ihe was married to the Plaintiff 
Adnkiral Knowles. 

^^r Your Ladyihip means nearer Fourteen 
Tears of Age than Eighteen. 

Lady fVtUiams. I am mightily miflaken^ if 
Mifs Pla/be^^as not full Eighteen Tearsof Age^ 
at the Time of her Marriage to the Admiral, 
and ihe was always reputed a young Woman of 
a. fober Life and Convcrfation» which I believe 
was the ehief Inducement to the Admiral to 
marry her. 

Council for the Plaintiff. Defire Lady Willie 
iuns not to go away ; ihe may .be wanted again 
in the Courfe of this Trial. 

Lady Williams. I will ftay, my Lord. 

CM 3fcnas Wright Swotn. 

J&. Who, and what are you ? 

Wright. I was Footman to Admiral Knowles, 
when he was at ylix la Cbapelle^ in the Year- 
17JO. 

J^; Give theG>urt and the Jury an Ac- 
count of what you know concerning the Mar- 
riage of your Mailer Admiral Knowhs^ with 
your Miilrefs, the Lady Knowles ? 

Wright. I can fpeak only to the Second 
Marriage i I was not prefent at the Firil Mar- 
ri%e. The Second Marriage was performed at 
the Lutheran Chapel about Seven Miles from 
jtipc la Cbapilh. As I underftand the Lan- 

C % guagc 



( 14 ) 

guage a little, I underftood the Ceremonjr of 
the Matriage well enough. . And this was done 
at the Froit/tant Church, becaufe my Miftrefs's 
Parents were in fome Doubt whether the Firft 
Marriage would fiand good here in England. 
However, they were both married in the Pr<>- 
teftant Way bj^ a Prieft dreffed as the Mini- 
fters are here in Englandy and all the while I 
was in the Service of the Admiral and myMi- 
firefs they both lived as Man and Wife. 

Crofs'Examined. 

j^. Wasjou in the Lutheran Chapel all the 
while the Ceremony of the Marriage of your 
Mailer and Miftrefs was periormed ? ~ Mind 
you are upon your Oath. , 

Weight. Yes, I was prefent all the while ; 
I had often feen my Miftrefs before ihe was 
married ; and the Ceremony • of Marriage does 
not greatly differ from that performed in £^^- 
landj only that the Prieft is dreffed in a black 
Gown inftead ot a Surplice. 

^. But here, yon lay, you knew this Mif$ 
I>lu(b€e before your Matter the Admiral mar- 
ried her. My Inftru£lions fay, that ihe was 
the Daughter of a Perfon who kept a Cook's 
Shop, or Ordinary, in Aix la Cbapelle. 

Wright. She was the Daughter of Monfieur 
Plufhecy who kept a Houfe tor the Accommo- 
dation of the Nobility and Gentry. No Body 
but Noblemen and Gentlemen refort thither, 
and her^ Parents keep their Coach and two 
Footmen. ~—l cannot fay, but thefe Servants 
do odd Jobbs, and wait at times on Compa* 
nies, and the Coach may fometimes be let out* 
But this lam fure, they keep .one of the beft, 

if" 
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if not the heft Houfe of Entercainment in that 
City, or its Neighbourhood!; 

Conrt. All this is nothing to the Purpofe,— 
the Marriage feems to be fully proved. 

Council for, the Plaintijt. With your Lord- 
fliip*s Leave, vrt* will ask a third Witncfs one 
or two Queftions, relative to the Marriage of 
Admiral Knowhs and Mrs. KnowUsy Which 
being to the very Effe6t of the laft Witnefs, we 
need not here repeat. 

Co. for Plaintiff Thus, Gentlemen of the 
Jury,, we have fully eftabliihed the firft Point 
we have undertaken ; and which, 1 hope, has 
been done to your Satisfa£):ion, viz. the Mar- 
riage of MKs Plujbei to Admiral Knowles.—- 
We will now procee<}, to ftiew you, in what 
Manner the Defendant Captain Gambier cor- 
rupted the Wife of Admiral Knowlesy debau^ 
ched her Principles, and for upwards of a Year 
criminally converfed with her. We lliall lay 
before you our Evidence to prove the Defen- 
dant guilty ; the Nature of which is of two 
Sorts, viz. living Evidence, and written Evi- 
dence. And the one will ftrengthen and cor- 
roborate the other. 

Elizahith Bentley called and fworn. 

J^. Madam, when did you come into the 
Service of Admiral Knowles^s Lady ? 

Elizabeth Bentley. Some Time in March ^ or 
the Beginning of Jpril^ in the Year 175(5. 

^. Give 



(i6) 

^. Give the Codrc and the Jury an Ao> 
coanc how yon came to go to Jawuicm*^ anil 
how you came into Mrs. Kwawtts's Service. 

Bentley. I went over in the Service of a 
Gentlewoman ; and when I had been there in 
the Ifland of Jamaica a little while, I was 
recommended to, and taken into, the Service 
of Mrs. Knowhs. » 

^. How long had yod been there before yon 
obferved Capuin Gambler to come to the Go- 
vernor's, tbac is, your Mailer's Hoale ? And 
tell us, when you firft obferved any indecenc 
Behaviour to pafs between Giptain Gambier, 
and your Miftcels ? 

Bemley. Giptain GamUer nfed to come of- 
ten to our Houie ; he ufed often to dine and 
fup with my Matter aadMiftrefs. They werfe 
very intimate, and there feemed to be a perfeft 
Harmony and Friendihip among them* I be- 

* A large Iflaad ia Jmaicm^ firft difcerere^ by Cdam^ 
hus^ a Portuguefi^ fitoatcd within the Tropickt, Ose Hun- 
dred and Forty Leagoes North of the main Continent of 
Jmerica^ Fifteen Soath from Cmba^ Twenty Weft from 
Hiffamclaf and One Hundred and Forty kom CartAsgi^m 
Vvoa. It is of an oval Form, One Hundred and Seventy 
Miles long, Sd^enty Miles broad, and contains Four or 
Five Millions of Acres, divided in the Middle by a 
Chain of Mountains, the whole Length from Eaft to 
Weft. It is an admirable good Soil. Its Towns ar^. 
Fort Rtyalj St. Jaro, and Sentilla^ built by the Spatnardi. 
It was fubjea x6 the King of Sfatn^ till 16^5, when they 
were difpoiTeiTed by the EfgifA, who now enjoy it, and 
have rendered it one of the moft flourilhing Plantations 
jn the whole World. It is an Ifland of the greateft Im- 
portance to the Crown of EngUmd^ and is well refortei 
to by the Snglijb, who fince they have been in PoffsfBon of 
it, have built a large Town called Kingflont now the Me- 
tropolis of the whole Ifland. It lies between 17 and iS 
Degrees in North Latitude. 

lieve 
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Iseve my Mtfter had a great Regard for Cap- 
uio Gatnbier. Buc^ after I had been there a-« 
txHit a Fortaight, or fomewhat more^ it vsias oa 
the twenty-third Day of Aprils in the Yeac 
X756, Captain Gamhift came that Afternoon, 
about Three or Four o'Clock to our Houfe^ 
when the Admiral was out, and he camii into 
the Room where my Miilc^ and I, and Mifa 
Blefjfmffcn^^wt; and this had a Door ouc 
of it into *^my Miftrefs's Bed-cbamher. Whea 
the Captain came in, my Mifirefis wa$ dreiTed, 
■ MM .(he was drefled in. Whiri?^ and had her 
l^at on. Both flic and the Captain^ afccr iom» 
Time, went'out of Mifs. £/ej^>;rM's Room, 
my Miftrefs going &ft, and they both went in-^ 
to my Miftrefs's Bed-chamber, and there thpy< 
ilaid three or four Hours. AU this while the. 
Admiral was abroad. When my Miftrefa zvAf 
the Captain left the B«d-chamber, which they 
did by going out of the. Bedrchamber tlirougb 
J8L Door that led into the Dining^^Room, and fin! 
down into the Parloiir, I wctit ineo my Mi- 
ftrefs's Bed*chaiftber, and upon Tiering my 
MiAre(s's Bed, which I had ipade ist the Maro« 
ittg, I perceived the Impreffioos of the Bodies, 
of two Perfbns^ as thouj^h chey had been amo- 
roufly laying and tumbling thereon.; aad on the 
Bolfter of the Bed^ my MiiStefs had left her 
Hat. I faw her afterwards without her Hat, ~ 
and her Cloaxhs^ and Things wftre riimpled and 
tumbled, as is ufaal when Men and Womea 
play together, aqd hug, kifs, and tumUe one 
theotfa^r. . After the Captain was ^one» my 
MiOirefs bid me, make her Bed i which. I c di^ 
diiy did. 

^e-.This 
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^. This is all that you obferved on the 
three and twentieth Day o( Jpril. Did you 
ever after that Day obferve any more Familia- 
jicies, which pafled between the Captain and 
your Lady ? Pray tell us, what were thofe Fa- 
miliarities ? 

Benthy. My Miftrefs would often pull off 
her Stavs againit the lifual Time of the Cap* 
tain's Coming :-«-(it wich him in every amo- 
rous Pofture imaginable/ fomecimes he would' 
embrace her, fometimes with his Hand round 
her Wafte, look at and oggle her ; and (he 
would in Return, figh; coo, and fmile at him, 
and often pat and ftroke him, and then they 
would often go away, and be abfent fometimes 
halt an Hour, fometimes an Hour, two Hours, 
and more ; and I did imagine by their Behavi- 
our, and by the Bed which I had often on fuch 
Occalions to make again, that they had re- 
peated tbofe Pleafures they began on the twcn- 
py- third oi ApriL 

^. No>v, Madam, I think you came to 
Eniiand with your Miftrefs in the fame Ship 
with the Defendant Gambler y pleafe to give 
tjie Court and the Gentlemen of the Jury an 
Account what Familiarities paffed between the 
Captain and your Lady, during your Voyage in 
the Defendant's Ship liom^ Jamaica to'£^^- 
gland^' - ' 

^#;»//^. Governor Knowles^ my Matter, was 
by the Government here in Engldnd^ orjdered 
to come away back to London \ -— and he be* 
itog intimate with Captain Gambiery he con^ 
figned his Lady, my Miftrefs, her two Chil- 
dren and me, to go in the Defendant's Ship 
to London i we had Cabbins fitted up for us on 
i.. . this 
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this Occaficm j and tfiy Miftrefs h4d the Stace^ 

Cabbin. The Admiral came pn board the firft 

Nighc, and lay onboard that Nighc with my 

MiSrefs,- r but hoc afterwards ^ — we fet Sail 

the next Day tor England ; the Admirars AFt 

fairs detainol him nx Weeks or two Months 

longer ;-*• fothnc he could not go along with 

my Mifttefs. Gaptaii^ Coatee was Commodore, 

and he came borne to p^nghnd with us ; but 

Captain Gamkhr had the Command of the 

Ship, The Cabbin I lay in was next to my 

Miftrefs's Cabbin ^ and my Orders from my 

Mifire& were to get up every Morning before 

Six, and go up and take the Children up >yho 

lay above in a little Cabbin> and there I ufed 

^o ' be for two Hour$» dreijfing the Children, 

that \s, from 3ix tp E^t o'Clock every Mom* 

iog.—- Captain Gtfi»iW^ would always be up 

walking oo the E>eck» every Morning, and 

when 1 was gone jnto ^the C^bin where the 

Children were, he wpuld go down into the 

§tUte*Cabbin, and ftay with my MiftrefSj fome*- 

times an Hour, fometimes more and fometimes 

Wb; and this'cplptintted to be the Pradice du« 

ring our wbold Voyage. 

^. When y(iu < wa$ come to Town, did you 
by the DireOdons of your Miftrefs and the De^ 
fendant, take a Lodging for your Miftrefs? 
And tell us, what Familiarities paifed between 
the Defendant and your Miftrefs after they came 
*pTown? 

Bentky. I went by my Miftrefs's and the 
Pefendani*s Dire£tions^ and 1 took a Lodging 
at Wr, Wathen^s a Habcrdaiher in Gloaftsr^ 
fireer, and there the Captain ufed to come and 
vtfit my Miftrefs, and fometimes ftay alone 
' . D with 



( 22 ) 

tife of fomething that was ^n my Lady's Side of 
the Bed) and then he juirpcd into Bed on tht 
fame Side ; and foon after 1 beHeve both Par- 
ities were as happy, in the mutual Enjoymenc 
of one another, as they wdre on the tweocyr 
third Day oiJpril^ in the Governor's Houfe in 
Jamaica. 

3. You fay, this Tinftc yoy looked thorough 
the Door was the laft but one. Now pray . let 
the Court knoiy what you.did fee the lail Time. 

Bcntley. It was about Four or Five o'Qock 
in the Afternoon, the -very Day before the 
Admiral arrived^ The Defendant aifd my La<>- 
dy went out of the Dining- S^oom into the Bed?? 
chamber, and ihut the Door, and there -dreffed 
themfelyes eaqh in a loofe Silk Night-g^wn^ 
and there they played together, and the Cap^ 
tain threw my Lady upon the Bed, and he 
flung himfelf iTt>onher; but ihe difengaged her-f 
felf, and got eft of the Bed, and then they raor 
feveral times : pne after the other rouna^' the 
Room, playing, and toying, till, at length my 
Lady was quite tired, which the Defendant ta- 
lking the Advaacnge of, flung my Lady on tho 
Bedi and hiipfelf> where they covered them-^^ 
{elves with the Coverlet, and I could fee no 
more; and t^ I came .away« ; 

. ^. But when I asked you ibisiQuefliioaj Ma* 
dam, I interrupted youj yoii was going to relate 
fome other Familiarities wfticK .f^£fed . between 
the Defendant ;^nd youi^ Lady» 
. Bentley. When my Lady, received the Cap- 
t^in at Home,, ibe would do it in a.loofeDrefs. 
i^ithout her S;ay$, and fometimes they would 
pl^y tpgerh^r "^ji Liters are Ufcd to do, and he - 
would t^el df .h9r^-r*-*-lts^ 4nd put hi$. Hapds . 
'^■..1 - througii 
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throQgfa the Slits of her Go^n, and up her 
Petticoats: and my Miftrefs in Return would 
tickle the Defendant, beat, pull and Arike 
him amoroufly, &c. Thefe Interviews and In- 
trigues < lailed till the Admiral arrived. 

J^. Do you know of any Letters that paflld 
between the Defendant and your Lady ? 

CourU li the Defendant has any Quel^ions 

to ask this Witnefs, it would be better done 

before the Letters are read. 

[Officer difcharge the Common Jury, and 

acquaint the .Gentlemen of the Special 

Jury, who are in the other Room, that they 

may depart ior this Time.] 

Q. You have told the Court, that you went 
to Jamaicd: Pray what was the Name of the 
Perfon you went with ? 

BentJey. I do not know, indeed : I have en- 
tirely forget; I do not ^envember it. 

(^ Strange! fure you are very forgetful; for 
It is now fcas;ce Seventeen Months (inco. 

Benthy. I went over with a Friend, or an 
Acquaintance of mine, ^^$'a Servant, but the 
Name of the Party I do not remember ,• only 
that the Name was a itery hard one^ and not 
ca(y to be remembered. 

Q« Could you tell the Name, if you was to 
hear it? 

BentUy* I cannot fay I could; becaufe I 
never iieard the Name of the Perfon I went 
over with but once i and I never had any Oc- 
cafion to make ufe of it. 

- q. You 
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Q. You call the Pcrfon you went over with, 
fomciimes Perfon &nd fomctimes Party ;. may be 
this Perfon or Party might be a Man, your 
JSweethearc perhaps. Tell us, whether tha 
Perfon or Party you went with, was either a 
Man ; I prefume you know what a Maa is^^ or 
a Woman, or a Hermaphrodite? : . 

Bent ley. 1 have already told the Court, that 
I went over with a Woman, who was my Mi- 
Jlrefs. . 

C^. Pray bow came you acquainted with your 
Millrefs, as you call her, and how long was you 
{acquainted with her betore you went with her 
to Jamaica ? \ . 

Bent ley. I (hall relate, ic as briefly . as I can 
poffibly. 1 had been fome Time out pf PJace, 
and in great Expeflatiun of changing my Con- 
dition, but was difappointed ; aod befog one 
Afternoon driukiog Tea with a Maid-fervanc 
in a Merchant's Houfe int-heCity, I was in^ 
<ormed there was a Gentlewoman, who would 
be there the fic\i Day at Tea-time, who want- 
ed a Chamber-maid, or young Woman, to go 
with her, ^nd Ihe would pay her Paflagc, who 
rould handle her Ne^jdlQ well, and work fine 
Work, ^nd make i\p Gen.tlemens and Ladies 
Shirts and Shift$. /JChiS 1. undertook; Accord- 
ingly, all my Pgffage, J^ath. tbe.Gentlewoman 
and myfcli^ continually, (but wben we were in 
Bed, ior we both lay In .one; Bed tpgd;her, or at 
Brcakfaft, Dinner or Supper, and.fometimes the 
Gentlewoman would divert herfeU.aiid.mCi with 
reading a Play out of Sh^hjpeary &c»aiKl fome- 
tjmes, by her Directions, 1 did the ftnac) were 
thus employed. And ^vhen I came to. Ktng" 
fon^ the Ge;itlewoman condu&ed roe to a. 
;. Houfe 
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Houfe of her Acquaintance^ where I Ibund {t\e 
was much refpeded, and J was wry ciiilly 
ufed. The Gendewomanc the next Day went 
farther np - the Country, and I never faw her 
more, noc ever heard her Name from that Day 
to this. When I had been in this Hoafe about 
a Fortnight I was told, that Admiral Knowles's 
Lady wanted a Servant. I waited on her, who 
wa; then in great Want of a Chamber-maid, 
and the Admiral underftanding that I was juft 
come from London^ for at this Time my Lady, 
the Admiral, and lAiis&le/jfington were all to- 
gether, drinking Tea in the Parlour, I was ask- 
ed to Hay .then ; but 1 was permitted to go 
back and fetch . my Box, which a Porter 
brought to the Governor's Houfe. 

Q. So, Madam, you was difappointed in 
Love; then you had a Sweeth^rc Well, 
and fo you left your Sweethean, and went to 
Sea, with a Perfon you* knew nothing of. ■ * 
Pray, what Wages had you, yon worked hard, 
and a long Time too ? . . 

Benthy. My Sweetheart married the Sunday 
before I went on board, under the (pecjous 
Pretence, that his Parents would dilinhcrit hun 
it he did not marry the young Woman he had 
married. He had often follicited nw xo liyc 
with him privately as his Wife, till his Father 
was dead. But, though 1 was very willing to 
become my Svveetheart's Husband, I. could 
not think of being his Slave, or .*- j ui j r .^ 
A Cuftomtoo prevalent of late. As ro Wages, 
the Party I went with was to pay my Paflage. 
keep me, and get me a good Place, when i 
came there. All which fhe pcrfocmed.. She 
likewife made me a Prefent of a Guinea, xhfi 

Day 



Day we lattded itv Jamdicn. Atid who reooiii- 
mended me to the Admiral's Lady's Place^ I do 
norcertaifily know. 

Q, You fay, Mifs Bhjfingtm was in the. 
fame Room where Mrs. Kuowlesy the Defeo«- 
dant and you were* She muft therefore a% weli 
«s you, {fee them : go into the Bed*chamber^ 
and might, if flie pleafed, as I fiippfi)fe, fee all 
you did fee^^ What did fhe iay to ali this ,• to 
be fore you and Mifs made your Remarks on 
what you imagined pa^d between the pefeo->> 
dant and the Governor's Lady ? 

Bentky. Mifs BlefJitfgUn never obfervcd any 
Thing concerning whac.pafled betmen the De-^ . 
fendantand my Lady to me, and (therefore I 
could not take any >iotice of this AflFair ta 
her; :She is a young: Lady of great Prudence, 
Condud:, aoid Dilcrctian, much addifled to 
reading of Uiltory, and talking of the vitftu- 
aus-and heroic A&ions of the Ancients^ and 
the great Deeds done by the moll iUaflrious 
Women. 1 was not much above a Month in 
tKia Service before I returned, as I have rela- 
ted|3in.the Defendant's Ship to Engiand'\ and 
dierefbre could not be very intimate with Mifs 

jQ: yoM have faid, that you came from Ja^ 
matca^ioLondofiy^iKi the Detendaot's Ship, to-** 
getb^ with the PlaintifFs Wife andhcrChii* 
dren, did not you lie in the fame Bed^ at leail 
in the fame Cabbin with your Lady ? 
. Senthy. My Miilrefs lay in the State-Cabbin, 
and I lay in a Cabbin which was next to it« 
. Q. Was there not a Salh-window in the Par- 
tition,, that divided the State-Cabbin from the 
Cl^bio in which you lay I 
,\ ^ / Eenthy. 
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BentUy. There is a Window between the two 
Cabbins^ but then there are Curtains on both 
Sides. 

Q. But then you was fo near, or clofe, to 
the Scate-Cabbin, that you muft when you was 
there hear every Thing that pafled^ Now, I 
would ask you, as you are upon your Oath, 
whether you ever heard the Defendant Gam^ 
hier in the State-Cabbin, with your Lady, in 
the Night, after ihe was gone to Bed, and 
before you got up, which, you fay, was be- 
tween Five and Six o'CIock every Morning ? 

Bentley. I muft have heard the Defendant if 
he had ever been, in the Night-time, in the 
State-Cabbin, during the Time I was in Bed ; 
I never did hear him ; nor do I believe he ever 
was there during that Time. But this I aia 
fure of, that every Morning, after I went up 
to drefs the Children, . he would come down 
dS the Deck, go into the State-Cabbin, un- 
drefs himfelf, and go into Bed to the Admi- 
ral's Wife. — I have feen the Defendant in Bed 
with my Miftrefs, and I made the Bed every 
Day, and one can eaiily fee, whether one or 
more has lain in it. 

Q. Well, I find you will have your own 
Way ; you have learnt your Lcflbn perfeftly.— 
But, here. Madam, my Inftruftions fay, after 
you came to London^ and had taken the Lodg- 
ing at the Haberdafher's, that one of Miftrcfs 
Knowles*^ Daughter lay in the Bed with heir, 
and, I think ^le was between Five or Six Tears 
old? 

^Benthy. One of my Miftrefs's Daughters 
did lie in a little Bed in her Bed*chamber, bnc 
flie is now fcarce four Years old. 

E Q. Did 
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Q, Did not you fay, that your MiftrelS, 
meaning Admiral Knowles^s Lady, had ufed you 
very ill? And did not you fay, that you would 
be revenged pn her, or Words to that EflPeO:, 
threatening that you would fwear againft her, in 
the Manner you have now done? 

Bentley. No, I neverdid— — Ihad no Words 
. with my Miftrefs ever, except about her paying 
. of me my Wages in Jamaica Currency, inftead 
cf Englip Money, 

^. Have you not at feveral Times before 

this, and (ince the Commencement of this Suit, 

. told various Stories, and thofe quire different 

from what you now fay, particularly, whether 

' you have not often faid, that you never feen any 

other Familiarities between Captain Gambier 

.and Mrs. Knowles than might be between a 

Brother and a Sifter. 

Bentley. I never faid any fuch Words ;— — 
nor ever did reprefent the Affair between 
Captain Gambler and Mrs. Knowles in any o- 
ther Manner or Light than I have done to the 
Court. 

.^. Did not you tell young Mr. Knowles j a 
quite different Story ; I am fure my Inftrufti- 
:on^ fay you did. 

Bentley. No; I never did ; I told him the 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth. 

J^. We fliall be able to confront you, when 
we call our Witneffes. Do you know Mr. Ro^ 
bertSy Mr. Robin/on, Captain O Hara, and Mr. 
Neali 

Bentley. I do . not know any one of them, 
nor can I tell whether ever I faw them. 

Second Council for the Defendant. I muft ask 
this Witnefs, a Queftion or two with your Lord- 

Ihip's 
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ftip's Pcrmiffion. Here, Mrs. EHzaheth Bent:- 
iey, you fay, you faw, I mean when you peep-' 
cd through the Key-hole of the Door, at your 
Miftrefs's Lodging here in Town, the Defen- 
dant's Shoes and his Coat and Waiftcoat, did 
you not you fee fome other Thing belonging 
to him, fince you (aw him get out of Bed ? 

Bentley. As the Chair flood I could not fee 
any other of the Defendant's Cloaths ; but when 
be was out of Bed he removed the Chair, put 
on his Black Velvet Breeches, and his white 
Silk Stockings. 

^. And what did you fee befides, pray tell 
us. 

• BentJey. I have told you all that I did fee; 
all the Truth and hoching but the Truth. 

Q. My Lord, this Evidence is well tutored ; 
their Time and Pains have not been loft. We 
will not trouble the Court any farther at this 
lime; but as it is likely we (hall want here- 
after to ask her fome more Queftions, we defire 
ihe may aoc depart the Court. 

Council for the Plaintiff. My Lord, with the 
Leav^ of the Court we will now call our Wit- 
ncfles, and prove the Authenticity of the Let- 
ters before they are read. And to this End we 
defire you (fpcakiog to Elizabeth Bentley) to 
look on thefe Letters, and tell us, whether they 
are the Hand-writing of Captain Gambier. " 

Bentley. I have often feen him write ; bat' 
hot his own Name ; for the Defendant and my 
Miftrefs carried on their Intrigue under the 
borrowed Names of ^orrifmond and Leonora : 
Captain Gambier named himfelf To^rifmond, 
and my Miftrefs Leonora ; --n- I faw the Captain 
E a "^ write 
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write this Letter, and he fent it by me ; and I 
read ic all through.; for it was not fealed ; — I 
was in the fame Room with the Defendant, 
when he wrote this Letter }— he made no Scrur 
pie of difcovering to me, the Love he had for 
my Miftrefs. He always behaved himfelf very 
civilly towards roe;— X can't fay, but the Cap- 
tain, barring the Intrigue between Jiimfelf and 
my Miftrefs, behaved -himfelf very much like 
a Gentleman. And I do verily believe,' all thefe 
Letters to be the Hand-writing of Captain 
Gambler ; but I never did fee the Defendant 
write his own Name. 

Clerk of the Regijlers in the Commons called 
and fworn ; 

^. Are thefe the very Letters that were ex-^ 
bibitcd in the Commons in a Caufe now depen- 
ding there, in Order to obtain a Divorce on 
the Part of Admiral Knowles againft his Wife 
for brieaking her Marriage Contraft ? 

Oerk. 1 liey are 'the Original Letters of the 
Defendant Captain GamHer, and wrote by him, 
and atteftcd m ihe Prerogative Court, on the 
Oaths and Tcllimonics of Elizabeth Bentley^ 
and others. 

Mr. Hen/haw called and fworn. 

^. Do you know the Hand-writing of Cap- 
tain Gamhier ? Can you fay thefe Letters arc 
not the Hand- writing of the Defendant Gam^^ 
her } 

Hettjhaw. I lliould fcruple paying a Sum of 
Money on this Writing ;— yet they look like 
his Hand^ writing;; i cannot be poiitive ; and 
yet I believe they are bis Hand* writing. 

Qrofs^ 
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Crofs^B^atnined. 

J^. How long have you known the Defen- 
dant? 

Henfbaw. Six or Seven Years. I have fecn 
feveral Letters of the Defendant's Lecters. I 
have feveral of his Letters by me now, which 
he wrote to me on various Occafions. 

Court. Look on them again, and recolle£b 
what you think of them. 

Henpaw. My Lord, the more I look on 
them, the more I think they refemble the 
Hand-writing of the Defendant/ and I can per. 
ceive no Difference of the Form and Manner 
of both, than that at the Bottom of the Letters 
which 1 have are (igned with his own Name, 
Gambier^ and thefe have the fiftitious Name of 
Torriftnond. Indeed, now ftedfaftly looking on 
thein, I cannot fee any other Difference. 

Go. for Plaintiff, to Jonas Wright. Do you 
know the Defendant's Hand-writing ? 

Wright. I never did fee the Defendant write, 
but I have often feen Letters of his, and I be- 
lieve thefe I now look on to be his writing. 

Co. for Plaintiff. I believe, my Lord, we may 
now venture to read the Defendant's Letters. 

Court. How many are there of them? 

Co. for Plaintiff. Four, my Lord, and two 
of them are very long. 

Court. You may read them. 

[The Letters were read, fetting forth how 
much Gambler was in Love with Mrs. 
JJL^ow/^i;—— that he could not fleep 
on Nights fcM: the Thoughts of her; 
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feveral Relations of his Dreams and 
Forebodings, concerning their prefent 
Troubles and Perplexities, and of his 
Hopes of their being Ihortly happy and 
freed from all Impediments to their fu* 
ture uninterrupted filifs ; ■ what 

Fains he, the Defendant, took to de- 
bauch the Minds and Principles of Ad- 
miral Knowles^s Lady, to lead her out 
of the Paths of Virtue into the high 

Road of Sin and Debauchery i that 

ihe ihould take every Opportunity of 
writing to him, which would give him 
great Satisfa6tion, and tend much to 
the Eafe of his Mind : He fays, Ihe 
might write a few Lines to him, if flic 
did it even at that Time when flie was 
. alone putting on her Shift i — that he 
remembered that happy Day, the twen- 
ty-third of Jpril:^ as their Wedding 
Day, and as the Day which compleated 
his Happinefs and Blifs ;— that it gives 
him the greateft Satisfaction^ the Re- 
xnemberance of . thofe mutual joys and 
Endearments which paffed between us 
in the State-Cabbin, in our Voyage 
from Jamaica to London i r— that th^ 
Defendant made Mention of Mrs. 
Kncwlejs^s N^me in his Prayers before 
God Morning and Evening ;— — tha; 
he hoped .he ihould (hortly receive from 
her the agreeable Surprize, that they 
ihould, in due Time, know, that their 
mutual and tender Love was blefled 
with fuitablc Tokens of Reward j-^— 
that when his.dld, he would take Care 

- of 



(33) 

the Oflffpring with fo much Tcndcr- 
nefs above all Beings and Things nexc 
to Her and Himfelf. 



Defendant's Defence. 

Council for the Defendant. My Lord, and 
Gentlemen of the Jury, I am G>uncil for .the 
Defendant^ and I readily allow, with my learn- 
ed Brother, who opened thisCaufe, that a Crime 
of this Nature ought to be punifhed, and that 
feverely. It is, as has been obferved, a very 
great Offence to Civil Society, and was pu- 
niihed by the Ancients in a capital and exem- 
plary Manner : And were Offences of this Kind 
to pafs unnoticed and unpunilhed, it would in* 
troduce univerfal Confufion and Diforder among 
US; no Man would be fafe in the PoiTei&onof 
that' ineftimable Part of his Property, which is 
the moil dear to him, the Love and Affection of 
his Wife. I am the laft. Gentlemen^ who 
would ftand up in the Defence of a Perfon 
guilty of fo heinous a Crime ; but I am inftru^- 
ed to fay, and it will appear from the WitnefTes 
we Ihall call on the Part of the Defendant^ that 
the Defendant Gambier, is not guilty oi the 
heavy Charge, which the Plaintiff Knowles has 
artfully and malicioufly brought againft him. 
We fliall prove, that the Witncfs Betty BentUy^ 
the only WitneCs they have brought to prove 
this Offence, has done it purely out of Spite 
and Malice to her Miftrefs, to be revenged on 
her, as ihe often declared to feveral Perfons ; 
and this will come out to your Satisfaction.——— 
Gentlemen, as this Crime is in its own Nature 

and 
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and Confequcnces one of the worft of Crimes, 
fo it is neceifary, in an efpecial Manner, you 
Ihould make a itri6): Inquiry into the Circum- 
ftanccs of it, before, you form' a Judgment in 
this Caufe. And I do not doubt, but you will 
be able ro judge of this Aflair, when you have 
heard the Defence on the Part of the Defen- 
dant. Indeed, my learned Brother, has thrown 
out many Words in order to ftigmatize the De- 
fendant with the Vice of Ingratitude, there- 
with to captivate your Paffions, and to raife in 
you a Refentm^nt to the Behaviour and Con- 
duft of my Client. You have been told, that 
the Defendant Captain Gambier has betrayed 
that Confidence, Friendfliip and Truft, which 
the Plaintiff Kfjowles put in him. Whereas it 
doth not appear from what has come out, that 
there was any great Intimacy and Friendfliip 
between the Plaintiff and Defendant, more than 
is common among Perfons engaged in one and 
fame Manner of Life. You have been told over 
and over, that Captain Gambier was ungrateful, 
and the learned Gentlemen on the other Side, 
of tlie.Queftion, have charged him with Ingram 
titude, but in the Courfe of their £videnc<^ 
they have not given us one fingle Inftance of it, 
I ftiall now, in the firft Place, make fome Ob- 
fervations on the Evidence that has been given 
you on the Side of the Plaintiff, and I do not 
think there has appeared any Evidence- or Cir- 
cumftance fo plain, but that 1 fhall leave with 
you, for you are in thefe Cafes the only proper 
Judges, as to convift the unhappy Defendant 
p( the heinous Crime he Hands charged- with. ' 
Unhappy, I call him, and fo he is, to have bis 
Reputation and Bread taken from bim^ by a 
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falfe Accufation, as I aminftru£led to fay. And 
firft as CO th6 Marriage ; this they haire but 
lamely proved. We allow the Validity of the 
' Marriage of the Plaintiff Knowhs with Mifs 
Plufbet ac Ji% la Chapelle^ and therefore I 
fliall not trouble you pn this Head ; but how 
have they proved the Criminal Converiation 
between the adcufed Parties; wb^ they call 
you a Maid-Servant, whofc Name' is Elizabeth 
Aeniley^ and truly flie cannot remember a 
Tranfaftion fearce a Year and three Months 
^Id. When Ihe was askedj^ what induced her 
'to go frottl London to Jamaieay what View flic 
^had in going^^ with whom fhe went, what 
Wages fna had^ and what were the Condition, 
BuHnefs a^ Circumftances 6f the Partv fhe 
iveot with I fhe anfwers, that ihe neither knows 
'the'Nameof'the Farty flie went with, nor her 
Condition or Gircuttiftances; and yet flie was 
Six or NiA« Weeks, '^for oftentimes 3hipsare fo 
' long, or longet, making a Voyage from LonJbm 
to Jamaica^) in a Cabbin, .nay in the iame Bed 
^with her Miftrafs, asfte at fall ftiles the Party, 
and never asked heir, either her Name or her 
Bufinefs. < In fine» Mrs. Be$$tky ,ovi\y fays, and 
-Ihe ftands to it, that ihe went to Jamaica a- 
^long with, or in the Service of Somebody^ 
whom neither (he nor any Body elfe knows. 
Now is it reafonable to believe, that the Wit- 
nefs Bentley in this Refpe3: fpeakech Truth; 
for if it were poffible tor her to forget {he 
Name, (for (he fays, ike heard her Name but 
once, and that it was a very hard pne^) of her 
Miftrefs ihe went jvith, yet it is impoflible, 
but (he might remember what State or Way of 
Life ihe was in j as, whether her Miftrefs ihe 
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went with was a Sempftrefs, a Mantuamaker, 
or a Quilter. But this. Gentlemen^ is not the 
only Improbability and Incredibility in her £^ 
vidence; no, ihe has many ContradiClians in 
the Courfe of her Teftimony, of which I doubt 
not but you have taken Notice. She (ays, that 
ihe had oot been more than a Fortnight in Ja^ 
maica before ihe was recommended as Cham- 
ber-maid to Governor KnmUs^s Lady, and yet 
Ihe could not tell who recommended ntv. Is ic 
not altogether ina edible, that when thisWitnefs 
had <not been fcarce a Fortnight in Governor 
KnowUi^s Family » before Mrs. Knowhs made 
her her Cohfident« and trufied her with a Se« 
cret of the utmoft Importance. Again, Geo- 
tlemen, you have heard from this Witnels^ foe 
fhe can remember what ihe ^leaies, that on the 
twanty-tbird of Jpril^ io th9 Year lyjtf, Ibe 
was in Mifs BleffingUn\ .Room, or Chamber, 
in Governor KnowUs's Houfe, with Mifs. Bhf-- 
Jinpon^ at the Came Time, that the firft pre- 
tended Amour happenied between Captain Gam-- 
hier and her Lady. Very free truly ! BetPf have 
you ma<ie the &d? Te$« Madam, replies the 
Witncfs Betnley. Mifs BUffington muil be pri-. 
vy to all this. Now, why was not Mifs BU^^ 
jfifigton brought here as a Witneis of this' Cri- 
minal Converfation between the Pefendai|t 
Gatnbier and Admiral Knowks*s Lady. The 
Evidence of Mifs BUffmgton would have been 
ufefiil, and would havf^fet this Af&i^ in a cleq[^ 
Light and quite out of Difput^ but perhaps^ 
-fhe is not brought here, on the Side Of the 
Plaint itf^ becaufe her Evidence would not fervid 
tiieir Purpofe. It is yery ftrfipge, at leaft ve^ 
iaiprudent and highly improbable, that Captaiq 
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Gamiitr and the Lady Khowksy (hould be in 
Compatiy with the Wknefs and Mils BUffin^" 
toft, and leave them in the Manner they did, 
-or^ as it is faid they did ; for 1 cbnfefs I cannoc 
give any Credit to the Relationj go and lie up- 
on a Bed in the next Room, dallying tor twa 
or three Hours, nay, three or tour Hours, and 
lifter all not have the Prudence to make the Bed 
again, or put the Bed*Cloaths into Order .-*-^ 
ffflooth the rumpled Bed, ^c. They had Time 
f^fficient to do all this* And then again on 
board the Ship, coming from Jamaica to E»g^ 
land^ as to the Familiarities that paffed be-^ 
rween Captain Gambier and Mrs. Knowks^ 
they have produced you no otherfvidence, be« 
fides this Betty Beat/ey^ though, ther^ were fe^ 
veral other Perfons on board, and fliev muft, 
if there bad been any Thing criminal betweeo* 
the Parties^ have known it as well as Betty 
BentJey. Commodore Coates was on board, and 
might have knowii this whole Intrigue, and if 
it had been Troths would, as a Man of Ho- 
noiir ought to have done, informed Admiral 
Knowles of the crimio^l Greatnefs of liis Wife 
with t))e Defendant. Several others came over 
At the fame Timt, in the fame Ship, but not 
one of them are produced ; all which to be fure 
might eafily have been done; but it is likely- 
they had not learnt, or would not learn, their 
Leiilbn fo well as the Witnels BetitUy has done.^ 
A Witnefs, whofe Teftimony is fo weak at^ 
trifling, tt^t I cannot help wondering that my 
learned Brethren have refted the Merits of this 
Caufe- upon it. An^ as for the Letters they^ 
have produced to you, I fhall leave the Abfur^ 
dity of their bejng wrote by my Qient the De^ 
F % fendant 
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fendant, to be confuted by our WitneiTes. I 
(hall now briefly lay before you tJie Nature of, 
our Defence, in the grit Place, we ihall en« ^ 
deavour to fliew you, that EJizaheth Bentley . 
has fworn all this againft the PlaintifPs Wite, . 
Mrs* Knowlesi out of Spite and Malice to her. > 
It will come out from our Wirneflfes, that the . 
Witnefs Befitky often faid, that Ihe would be 
reveoged of her Miftrefs j particularly Ihe has • 
faid, My Miftrefs, meaning Mn.Knowies, has. 
ufed me ill^ has ufed me like a Negro, and I 
will be revenged on her for it, I will fware that 
ihe has done fo^ mentioning what ihe has done 
now in Court. Now, if we prove, as^ I am 
fure we are able to do, by indubitable Wjtnef- 
fes, Perfons of great Credit and Reputation, that 
this is a fpiteful and malicious Profepution, you 
will find the Defendant not guilty. , Wc iliall 
like wife, prove, that the Evidence J^lizaheth, 
BentJey^h^ih otten declared, that ihe never faw 
any other Familiarities pais between Captain^ 
Gambier and Mrs¥ Knowhs^ thar> might paf$ . 
between a brother and Sifter. We fi]all call 
our Witnefles, and prove all >his., and then my" 
Brother's Wonder of what Sort of Defence we 
could make, which he CYpreffed in the Open*- , 
ing of this Caufe, will ccafe,. But, it af- 
ter all, Gentlemen, you ihoul<i give Credit to 
the Teftimony of Elizabeth Rentleyy and find i 
Verdia for the PlaintiflFj^ though I canqot feq 
upon what Part of her Evidence itcao'be found- 
ed^ but that I will leave with you> who are the 
propereft Judges of this Raft^j thep it will re- 
main for your Confideration, what Damages ^ 
the Defendant, hath dpne the Plaipfifl: :by bisj 
Criminal Converfatiori %nd Correfpondence with 
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his Wife. Npw,^ in this Cale. the Circum- 1 
fiances of the two offending Parties oiight to' 
bpieriou|Iy and duly weiglied and confiaered.; 
, As for my ui>hapby .Client he is very poor,' and ' 
hks, (incQ the ' Commencement ' of this * A aidn, * 
k)ft his Office of Captain, is now a Thoufand' 
Pound in- Debt, ha* loft his Reputation, ii not! 
able to fupporc his Family, aiid ifyou ihould ^ 
find large Damages for the Plaintiff, my poor . 
Qient will be carried to Prifop* and at length • 
die in a Goal. On the other Hand, the State ^ 
and Condition of Mrs. Knoivles^ before Marri- 
iige, may be confidered* You have heard, in-, 
deed, that Mifs Plujbee was the Daughter of 
ah honourable and reputable Family in Aix la 
ChapeJUy but it has turned out, that fhe was 
otily the Daughter of an Innkeepei*, or of one' 
who keeps an Ordinarv, or a Vi£lualling-i^ 
Houfe^ or it may be, a Cook's Shop, or a Chop- 
Houfe in that City. When you have confider*^ 
cd thefc Things, cfpccially the Poverty and * 
Penury of my Client j and, Ijrhiok, upon the 
w^lc,, if ypufiad Tep Pounds Dainages, it Mcill 
be fufficient ; but all this I fubmit to j^ou, and 
hope^^Gcntlement, you will, be favourable to ' 
the Defendant, and think he has futered 
enough already. , - . . ' 

Mr. Roberts called and fwofn. 
. ^. Do you. know EUzahexh^ Bent ley ^ irA' ' 
Bow long have you known, her? Did youknom 
her before the. Commencement of this Suit ? 

* Roberts. Captain GambUr came to my Houfe^' 
and invited mtei;o,come to hi? Lodging one Fr<- * 
rf^;^ Night, and told me, xhzt Elizabeth ^Bint^ 
lejf was to be there, to fpeak to him'^'and tb^t 
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he was williag to have two or three Friends 
to hear the Converfation that ihould pafs be- 
tween them. He defired me to be there be- 
tween the Hours of Eight and Nine 6'Clock 
at Night. Then I faw tha young Woman^ £- 
lizahetb Benthjy but not before^ and but once . 
fince, and that was of the Monday Night fol«- 
lowing, and now in Coort. 

^. Pray give the Court an Account of what 
youbeard Mrs. Bentley fay to the Defendant. 

Roberts. I flood in the next Room and heard 
them talking, and all 1 could hear were thefe 
Words, which were fpoken by Mr. Gamhier, 
Well Betty, what is this you have fwom about 
your Miflrefs and me ? But Mrs. Bentley fpoke 
fo low, I could not hear what Anfwer ihe made, 
and ihe went away foon after. 

^. Are ^ou acquainted wit|} the Defendant's 
Hanci^writing ? 

Roberts. 1 cannot fay I am ; I neVer did fee 
the Defendant wfrite. 

Cro/s^Examined. 
J^. Tou fav, you was in a Room next to 
that in which the Defendant and Mrs. Bentley 
were: Was not the two Rooms divided by t 
WaJnfcot ? 
Roberts. Yes. 

^ And could you hear what pa&d through 
theWainfcot? 

. Roberts. No : but there was ft Door in the 
Wainfcot, which was opened an Inch or fome« 
what more^ and againft the Door were placed 
' three Chairs. 

Sij You did fay, you faw the Witnefs Bent-- 
%, at this Interview between the Defendant 
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$ifd her : TUd yfu fee her through t^e Door $$ 
ic ftood a little Way open : I prefume there w^s 
no Hole in the Wainlcot through which you did 
peep* 

Roberta I did not fee her in the Room with 
the Defeadant^ but I iaw her both go in and 
out of the Room. 
^. Did yoii fpeak to Mrs. Bentleyi 
.Kokfrts. I did not ; I only looked at her. 

Mr. Rohinfon called andfwom* « 
{He iiira$ asked the fame Queftions as the a^ 
bove Wicneis Roberts^ and anfwered to the 
fame Efieft, except concerning the Door )n the 
the Wamlcot, his Obfer?ation$ were what fol? 
Jow:] 

RobmfcH. There was a Door in the Partition, 
or Wainfcot, which divided the Room in which 
. ve weoe, from that in which the Defendant and 
Mrs. l^fntky were^ This Door was opened an 
Inch^ or an Inch and a half» that we mighc 
hear what pafled between the Defendant and 
the Wicneis, and a|;ainft the Door were placed 
ihree Chairs, on which three of us, viz. MeC 
Robert s^ Nealy and Self, fat^ and liftened; b^t 
ic fo happened, that the Wind fetting pretty 
briskly up the Stairs, it fuddenly blew the Door 
]Co, and bafped it. Upon this the youne Wq-> 
man was alarmed, grew uneafy, faid thcn^ was 
fomebody in the next Room, that ^e wou|d 
pot day any longer at that Time, bi^t that ihe 
would ccmie again on the Monday Night fol- 
lowing. AH rnac the Defendant could lay, il^e 
would not i^ayi bpc Ih^ went a^ay out of tile 
Hottfc dir?aiy. 

Capr 



Captain O Hara.cMedfndjMotn^ , 
.^. Was you at' Captain GambJer s%odginhs 
that Night the Witncfs 5^»r/^j^ came' to talk 
' with the DefeiKlanr?' * • >: . i :. : 

O Hara. 1 Came after flic vas ^oi>e ; for -I 
, miftook the Time, and therefore f came 'too 

* late*. ' I was dcflre'd" to come on the Mondhy 
Night fpllowin^, which I proniifed to do. ' 

^..Captain, , how Jone have ^u' been ac« 
quamted' with thfe Defendant Gafnbi&> 
O Hara. -iight or Ten Years, .or more. 
*^, 'JDo you Ktiow his Hand-Writing ? . , 

* O Hard. XtSy 1 have by me feveral of' his 
L^tterSj and 1 am' well-acquainted With tl^c 
pelf?ndant*s Hand-writing. ^ • 

* ' *^. ^ray look o'lt thefc Letters, a:nd' t^ell tl^e 
Court ^d Jury, wiiethcr you da believe them 
to be ,ttie Hand-\&fiting of tbcf Defehdai^t in 
'^thi'sCaufe?' ■' \\ - ' ^^ - • '^ 

^ ; O Hara. (looking on the Letters) ^Theyarc 
'the Hand- writing x)f the Defendant Captam 
.GamhteY\ indeed tHej/^ are ^ 1 beMdi^e they are 
'his., tjpon my HbnoW tiiey are theljand- 
.writingpf Captatn^ff^wW^r. ,>....-' 

,Cp. for Plaifitiff. Sir, Pray look again upc/n 
thefe Letters'; this particularly marked No. -j^ 
Js jchis wrote by the Defendant >' 

Hara. Yes • it is his Hand- writing : Upon 
my Honour 1 do believe, this Letter marked 
*No.''4. is the Hand- writing of the Defendant 
,' Captain Qambier, as well as the others. 

Co. for Plaintiff: My Lord, it was neceffar^ 

Earricularly to proVe the Authenticity of the 
cttcr marked No. 4. becaufe it menrions the 
Am^bars of the Drfendfatit and Mrs.knowles in 
the State-Cabbin aboard the Dcteodant's Ship, 
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in her Paflagc from y^iw^/Vtf to London^ find it 
alfo proves, that Elizas eth BentUy was Cham- 
ber-maid CO Mrs. Knowles in that PalTage. 

Mn Nial called and fworn. 
•^. Was you ac Captain Gamhier*s Lodging 
at the fame Time with MeC Robert i and Re-- 
hinfon ? 

. Neal. I was there ; it was of a Friday Even- 
ing between Eight and Nine of the Clock. 

^. Did not you hear the Witnefs Bentky 
fay, that (he never faw any other Familiarities 
t>afs between the Defendant and the Plaintiff's 
Wife, than might pafs between a Brother and 
Sifter? 

NeaL All I heard was, that Elizabeth Befit- 
ley promifed to come again on the Monday 
Night following. I was, indeed, after flie was 
gone, for (he did not ftay long, told by the De- 
fendant, that (he did fay fo ; and that ihe faid^ 
Ihe' would fay fo on the Monday, Night follow- 
ing, and that (he would fware the fame as on 
this Day in Court. 

.^. Do you know the Defendant's Hand- 
writing ? 

Heal. I have feen his Hand-writing; but I 
am not fo converfant with it as to determine, 
whether thefe Letters were wrote by him or 
not. 

Crors-Examined. 
Q;'You fay, Elizabeth Rentley^ was at the 
Defendant's Lodgings of a Friday Night ; how 
long isitiince? 

Neal. About a Fortnight (ince, 
Q. How long did ihe ftay ? 
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Neah But a few Minutes : I am fure Ihe was 
not in the Houfe more than a Quarter of ao 
Hour. 

Q. Did you know, what you came there for, 
iiod on what Account ? 

NcaL Only as the Defendant told me, to 
hear what fhould pafs between the Defendant 
and the Witncfs ^^»f/^jv The Defendant far- 
ther told me, that the Witnefs hcnthy defired 
to fpeak with him before the Trial came on ; 
and that he was therefore defirous that I would 
be prefent, becaufe he was afraid (he might 
fware what was not true. 

Q. Let me ask you. Did not you expert:* 
when you was at firit invited to coipe . to this 
Conference, that you was to be prefent in the 
fame Room with the Defendant and the Wit- 
nefs Befitley during the faid Conference ? 

NcaL I expe£ted to be in the fame Room 
with them ,- tor I was given to underftand, ac 
Icaft I imagined the Purport of the Meeting was, 
that we were to hear the voluntary Confeffion of 
Elizabeth Befit ky^ Admiral Knowles^s Cham- 
ber-maid, that every Word fbe had faid con- 
cerning, the Defendant, in Relation to any pri- 
minal Correfpondence which had, as (he had 
pretended, been carried on between the De- 
fendant and herMiflrefs, was entirely falfe, and 
that all fhe had fworn in the Commons againft 
herMiftfefs, theLady of Admiral X^^^/^j, was 
jout of Spite and Malice, and a moft abomina- 
ble Falfhood. 

Q. But in all this you, it feems, was difap- 
pointed : Now, pray Sir, tell us^ how thefe 
Difappoincments happened, and what were the 
Rcafons chat conduced thereto ? 

Neal. 
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, NulU Me.f, Roberts^ Robinfon and Self, came 
to the DeFendanc's Lodging, a little before 
Eight o'clock ; and then it was thought pro- 
per, that we, who were to hear what patted, 
ikould be in the next Room ; becaufe \x, was 
faid, that if we were prefent the Witoefs Bent^ 
ley would look on it as a Contrivance to entrap 
her, and that we were Strangers to her ; where- 
fore (he could not be fo free, as Ihe probably 
would be, if ihe was alone with the Defendant. 
Upon which, we three went into the next Room, 
placed three Chairs near the Door, feated our- 
lelves thereon, wnilft the Defendant opened the 
Door a little Way, that we might hear, what 
palTed with the greater Eafe i for we had tried 
how we could hear when the Door was ihut, and 
the Wainfcot was fo thick and Clofe, and with- 
out Cracks^ thgt we could fcarce hear at all ; 
we could hear Talking, but we could not di- 
ftinguifk what was faid ; but when the Door was 
open, we could diftinguiih what was faid, if it 
wasfpokeas is cuftomary in common Conver- 
iation ; but the Witnefs Bentley fpoke fo low 
that whilft ihe was in the Room with the De- 
fendant, I could hear her Voice^ but could not 
diilinguiih what ihe faid. 

J^ How then came you to bear tlie Witnefs 
Bentley fay, that ihe would come again oti 
Monday Night ? 

NeaL She faid \t two or three times as (he 
went down Stairs. 

«^. Do you know Captain O Hara ? 

NeaL Yes; I cfo know the Captain. 

Q. What Charaftcr doth he bear ? 

Neal. I have known him many Years,- he is 
a Man of great Honour and Reputation. 
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^. And given, I believe, to {peak the 
Truth. 

Neal. He would not tell a Lie on any Ac- 
count whatfoevcr. 

Second Council for the Defendant. My Lord, 
we will now proceed to re-examine our Witnef- 
fes as to what paflied between the Defendant 
and Benthy on the Monday following. 

Court. What would you examine them to ? 

Co. for Defend. To the Charge of MaKce a- 
gainft Bentleyj and to the Condition of the De- 
fendant, in Cafe of Damages. 

^. [to Roberts.! Did you ever hear the Wit- 
nefs Bentley fay, My Miftrefs has ufed me ill, 
like a Negro, and I will be up with her, I 'will 
be revenged on her ; I will fware againft her, in 
the Manner fhc has done, or Words to that Ef- 

fea ? • 

Roberts. No, I never did ; I never had any 
Converfation with her, and fhe did not fay any 
fiich Words that Friday Night I liftened at the 
Door ; though the Defendant Gambler told me, 
after ihe was gone, that fhe had faid fuch 
Words, but I did not hear her fpeak them ; and 
if fhe did fpeak them, it was fo low L could 
hot hear them. 

. Q; Was you at the Defendant's Lodgings on 
the Mo^/day Night following ? 

Roberts. Yes. : 

Q. What did you hear then ? 

Roberts. Nothings fave, that Mrs. Bentley 
(aid, I will fpeak the Truth, and nothing but 
the Truth ; for after fhe came in, fhe ftaid but 
a very little while, and then Ihc went away, r 

^. Do 
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Q- Do you know what Kind of Circum- 
ftances the Defendant Gambier is how in ? 

Roberts. I believe he is very poor now ; he 
was, fome time ago» Captain of His Ma jelly *s 
Ship, the Severn^ but he was lately turned out 
of that Poft, and now he is next Door to ilarv- 
ing I he is greatly in Debt 1 know ^ he owes me 
a fmall Sum, and it is fo hard wich him that he 
cannot conveniently pay me. i 

Crofs-Examined. 

Qj Tou fay, the Defendant told you, that the 
Witnefs Bentley faid, the Friday hvening be- 
fore. My Miftrefs, meaning Mrs. KnowUsy ufed 
me ill, like a Negro, and I will be revenged on 
her ; what did you faj^ to him ? 

Roberts. I asked him, whether the Witnefs 
Bentley would fay thefe Words on the Monday 
following. He anfwered, (he had promifed Ihe 
wouuld, and defired me not to fail coming on 
Monday Night. He farther faid, he was forry 
I did not hear them, but he did not queAion 
but Bentley would repeat them on the Monday 
following. 

Q. How much does the Defendant owe you ? 

Roberts. About Five Guineas : 1 know the 
Defendant is greatly in Debt. 

[Then Mr. Robinfon was re-examined, who 
anfwered to the fame£fFe£l, but being asked 
concerning the Circumilances of the Defendant 
he anfwered as follows :] 

Robinfon. I have known the Defendant many 
Years, he always lived well and reputably, but 
he is now in mean Circumftances, being a diC- 
carded Captain. 1 know he owes a Thoufand 

Pounds 
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Pounds on Bond, to one M^in, for which he has 
for feveral Years paft, paid annually 5 per Cent. 
but he is now fo diftrefled, chat he has not beeti 
able t<y pay the Intcreft for the laft Year. Be- 
fides, ic is the general Report, that the Defen- 
dant is greatly in Debt ; this 1 know, that (ince 
the Defendant V has loft his Captainiliip, no one 
will tnjft him. 

Captain O Hara re-examined. 

^. Sir, Was you at the Defendant's Lodg- 
ing on the Atonday Night following the tnday 
that you was there, and came too late ? 

O Hara. I got thirher before fcight 0' Clock 
that Evening ; the Defondanc came to me, to 
my Houfe> that Morning, and defired me to be 
ac his Lodging in good Time, thac I might be 
there before the Witntfs Bentley came, 

^. Pray, did ydu hear the Witnefs Bentley 
fay, My Miftrcls has ufed me ill, has ufed me 
like a Negro, 1 will be up with her for it, I 
will be revenged on her for it ; I will fware that 
the Defendant lay* with Mrs. KnowkSy or Words 
to that Effeft ? , 

O tiara* I heard the Witnefs ^entley {ayy I 
will be revenged, I will be revenged, ^c. two 
or three Times, but what it alluded to, 1 can-^ 
not take upon me to fay. 

^. Did yott fee the Witnefs fientUy come 
chat Evening, and what happened thereon? 

O Hat a. I faw her come tripping up the 
Stairs, and the Defendant met her at thie Head 
of the Stairs, and received her vety amoroufly ; 
and they feemed fo loving, that I am fure he 
might have had any Thing he would of her ; he 
might have lain with heti but. (he perceiving 

the 
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the Door to fland a little op6n ; that it the'Door 
we were liftening at, Ihe faid. There is Some* 
body in "the next Room, and they will hear us; 
I will not ftay now, and immediately ihe went 
away ; and I never faw her fince, till to Day in 
this Court. 

J^. Sir, you fay, you have known the Defen- 
dant a long Time : Dd you koow his prefent 
Circumftances ? 

O Hara* He awes me a Thoufaod Pcutids up-« 
on Bond, and fince his Misfortunes I have lent 
him feveral little Sums, or he and his Family muft 
have been ftarved. Since the Commencement 
of this Suir, I likcwife helped him to the Loan 
of Five Hundred Pounds, at lo per Cent, from 
a. Friend of mine, for ho has been at very great? 
Charges in defending two Suits, one in thq 
Commons J and another in this Court. I fear^ 
after all, that he^ will be thrown into Goal for 
Debt, efpecially if this Caufe jDhould go againfl 
him, lie there, and rot till he dies ,• for he iias 
loft his Captainfhip, and is now over Head and^ 
Ears in Debt. 

Co. for Plaintiff^. My Lord, it is a common^ 
Cafe, wi>en the Plaintiff brings an A^ion a- 
gainft one of the Captains * of His Majefty*s 
Navy, he inftantly applies to the Navy- 
Qoard, and the Delinquent is ittimediat^ly fu^' 
perfeded. Nothing is more cuftomary, nor 
more reafonable than this ; for if the Delin- 

Juent is not fuperfeded, Juftice could not take 
lace, nor the Offender be demeanable to the: 

I^aw^ 

* {t ia muc^i the fame in the Army, If a common Sol- 
dier is accufed of a Theft or a Robbery, the Profecutor 
i^niDcdia^y applies to his Captain for the Difcharge of thcf 
dffcndef>« and it is readily granted. 
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Law. For, my Lord, if he be at Sea, in His 
Majefty*s Service, the Plaintiff can not coine 
at him, to have Juftice 4one him, and if he re- 
mains in Commiffion, the Ship muft be inaftive^^ 
and may be thereby a great Detriment to the 
Publick : Wherefore, when fuch an Aflfair, as 
this now before the Court, happens, the De- 
linquent is fuperfeded, ,o^ rather fufpended, 
another Captain is abpointed to the Command 
of the Delinquent's Ship ^ and thus, my Lord, 
every Evil^ which otherwife might accrue to So- 
ciety, from fuch Events, are intirely prevented. 
And were is the Uardihip^ the Defendant is all 
this while on HaU-Pay, and when the Defen- 
dant has made Satisfa6):ion in this Caufe, or if 
he ihould be acquitted, he may foon be put in 
Commiffion again ; for this A^air does not affe6^ 
the Defendant's Chara£ler as a Commander. 

Crofs-Examinetf. 

Q. Did you know the Defendant before he 
was married ? . . 

O Hara. I knew him fome Tears before he 
was married. 

Q. Po you know his Wife ? 

O Hara. Yes. 

Q. Did you know the Gentlewoman before 
the Defendant married her ? 

O Hara. No: He married his Wife whilft 
I was out at Sea ,' but I rettirned to London, be- 
fore the Honey-moon was over, and I went and 
Ciid my Compliments to the Defendant and his 
ady, who was then, I thought, one of the pret-* 
tieft, handfomeft, and bell behaved young La- 
dies, I had ever feen, either in this, or any b« 
ther Place I had travelled tp. 
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Qj Pray can you tell what Portion the De- 
fendant^ had with this agreeable Lady, which 
he married. 

O HaTa% Only by tiearfay : The Lady was 
faid to have Sixteen Thoirfand Pounds to her 
Portion j two Thoufand Pounds in Ready Mo- 
ney down, atid the Incereft of Fourteen Thou-^- 
fand Pounds, at Five per Cent, fox the Defen- 
dant's Life, and for the Life of the Perfon the 
Defendant Aall appoint his Succeffor/ 

Q; Yon feem to be very* particular, pray who 
was ybur Author ? ' 

d Hata^ The Defendant Captaiii Gamhicr. 

" PJaintiff^s Retty. 
t^uncil for the Plain iff\ And now. Gentle- 
ken of -the Jury, we are come to the Conclu- 
lion of this AflFair; and I am ghd'to 6nd, that 
my learned fli^other here, is of the fame O- 
piniod with mid, aftd You, I hope, and all wh6 
hay? heard this Caufe, that the Crime of A- 
dultery is a very heinous Offence againft So- 
ciety, and tliat* the Party, found guilty, ought, 
to be punifhed feVeirely ; for thus he very tan-i- 
didly argues, " And were Offences of this Kind 
" to pafs unhoticed and unpuniftied, it would 
" introduce univerfal Confoflon and Difordet 
*• into the Commonwealth ; no 'Man would be 
**^ "fafe in the Poflfeffion of that ineftimable Part 
*• of his Property," which is the moft dear to 
^* him, the Love and Affefition of his Wife.**' 
*rhus far' we-aie^atl agreed. But, my learned 
Brother here, feem6d, at the Opening of the 
Defence, very angry with my charging bis Client 
wiifh Ingratitude and Breach of Truft in corrup- 
ting and defiling the Plaintiflfs Wife 5 yet, I 

H " wi» 



(52-7 

will kavc it with you, whether he has offered 
one Reafon, through the whole Courfe of the 
Defence, in Extenuation of the Charge. ■ ■■ 
We were given to exjpecl, at the Outfet, great 
Things, in Behalf ot the Defendant,' but no- 
thing has turned out. They firft dall you one 
Roberts y and ask hinoi the following Queftion, 
Whether he heard' the Defendant fay to the 
Wicnefs Mrs. Betitky^ Well Bettyy what is 
this you havefworn about your Miftrefs and 
itic ? Now, what is all this to the Purpofe ? 
Does it in the leaft invalidate the Teftimony of 
the Wicnefs Bentley ? And will not every Body 
think, that the Defendant's Witnefs Roberts 
xnight as well have iiaid at Home, as have 
been employed in peeping and liftening to hear 
Nothing. Then they call you another Witnefs, 
whole Name is Robinfon ; and, in my Opi- 
nion, he might as well have Aaid at Home, 
for the Service his Evidence has been of to 
the Defendant ; for he alfo neither heard nor 
faw any Thing to the Purpofe : Indeed, he is 
fomewhar more particular in his Relation than 
the Witnefs Roberts, but then the important 
CircuiQliance, he has given us, is only a windy 
one, he fays, that the Wind fetting pretty 
briskly up the Stairs, it fuddenly blew the 
Door to, and hafped itj that hereupon, our 
/Uitnefs RentUji was alarmed, grew uneaiy, fai4 
there was Somebody in the next Room, that ihe 
would ft ay no longer then, but went out-of the 
Houfe direftly. Then they call you Cap- 

tain O Ha. n, who is the moft confiftent Evi- 
dence tbey have produced ; but of ,what Ser- 
vice be has been to the Defendant, I confcfs, 
I cannot perceive ; but, I thank the Gentle- 
men, 
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men, on the Part of the Defendant, for bring- 
ing him into Court, if he had been fubpoenaed 
on the Side of the Plaintiff, and tutored too, as 
my learned Brother fays, Elizabeth Bentley^ 
he would infinuate, was, his Teilimony could 
not have better corroborated and fupportcd the 
whole Evidence of our Wiinefs BentUy^ than it 
has done: And yet ic does no where appear, 
that the' honourable Captain O Hara ever fpoke 
to our Witnefs Bentky, or fo much as faw her 
but once, before he faw her in this Courts He 
fays, he faw her come tripping up Stairs ; that 
the Defendant received her in an amorous Man- 
ner ; and they feemed fo loving, that I am furc 
he might have had any Thing he would of her ; 
he feems to imagine, that the Defendant might 
have lain with her. To what End this is faid, 
I cannot tell, and therefore I (hall take no far- 
ther Notice of it, only obferve, that the Cap- 
tain then thought our Witnefs Bentley a very 
agreeable, engaging young Woman. This 1 can 
aver, that (he' is a very confiftent Witnefs, and, 
that her Evidence is full of Probability. She 
has fully proved, the main Point in Queftion, 
'^Diz* the Criminal Converfation between the 
Defendant Gambler^ and her Miftrefs, theWife 
of Admiral Knowles. The Evidence is very 
clear, and, 1 hope, fatisfaftory to you, Gentle- 
men of the Jury ; but to remove all Doubt, if 
it were poflible for you to have any, we have^ 
laid before you divers of the Defendant's Let- 
ters, which corroborate every Part of Elizabeth 
Befjtley^s Evidence. Now thefe Letters have 
been proved to be the Hand-writing of the De- 
fendant Captain Gambier, beyond all Manner of 
Pifpute. The principal Witnefs in this Caufc, 
H 2 Mrs, 
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Mrs. Bent ley f wears, that (he has fcen the Dcr 
fendant write, though not his own Name; . and 
ihc fpeaks particularly, as to one of tbefe Let- 
ters, that fee was in the Rbom with the De- 
fendant whilft lie wrote- it, and that Ihc, by the 
Dcfire of the Defendant, carried the fame Let- 
ter from him to her Miftrefs. The Haud-^wri- 
ting of the Defendant is likewife proved by 
the Teftimony of Captain Q Hara, one of the 
Defendant's own WitnefTes. He being asked, 
whether he did believe the Letters fliewn him, 
to be the Hand-writing of the Defendant ,• he 
anfwered, I believe they are tlie Hand- writing 
of the Defendant Captain Gaitihier ': And f hen 
looking again at thefe Letters, theWitnefs idd- 
ed. Upon my Honour they are the Hand-writing 
of Captain Gamkier. Afterwards,, being asked 
his Opinion as to the Letter marked No, 4. ia 
relation to its Authenticity, he.anfwcred. This 
Letter marked No. 4. is thjsf Hand-^writing of 
the Defendant Captain Gambler ^^ as w^U as the 
others. Jt^ow the Ufe^that we produce thefe 
Letters for, is to corroborate two Pat:ts of £//;s^^ 
leth Bentley^s Evidence, firft, the Circumftance 
relating to the Beginning c^f th6 Criminal- Con- 
verfation between the accufed Parties, on the 
twenty- third Day of -^pr// 1756, iii Governor 
Kmwles^s Houfe in Jamaica. The Letter takes 
Notice of this Occurrence, thus : I always re- 
member and commemorate that happy Day, the 
twenty^third of yfpr/7, as my Wedding-Day 5 
for we are married before God, and as the 
Day which compleated his and their mutual 
Ha^ppinefs and Blifs. The fecond Circumftance, 
is, the Amours of the Defendant and the Lady 
Kmwks^ aboard the Defendant's own Ship, in 

the 
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the State-Cabbin. Thefc agreeable Tranfac- 
tions, the Defendant thus mentions in thefe Let- 
ters 2 It gives me, fays he, the greateft Satif- 
faftion, the Remembrance of thole mutual Joys 
and Endearments which pafTed between Us in 
the State-Cabbin, in our Voyage from Jamaica 
' to London, Thefe Letrers are therefore deli- 
vered \tieTe the Plaintiff* s Council gave tbc 
Letters to the Foreman of the Jury'] to You, 
Gentlemen, for your Perufal and ferious Con- 
fideration ,• for as they have been proved to be 
the Hand-writing of the Defendant, they are 
now become Evidence in this Caufe.— ~U{)oa 
the whole, I think youmuft; I mean you will, 
fee juft Reafoh to find a Verdifl: for the Plain- 
tiff; and in fuch Cafe, the laft Thing which 
falls under your Coniideration is, what Damages 
Ihould be given in a Caufe of this Nature; and 
^ here, in the firft Place, you will confider the 
Hcinoufnefs of the Crime committed by the De- 
fendant ; in the next Place, you will confider 
the Stations, Charafters, and Subftance of the 
Parties concerned. On the Side of the Defen- 
dant, they have induftrioufly endeavoured to 
. perfuade you, that the Defendant is very poor, 

I arid greatly in Debt ; but unluckily it comes 

out from the Mouth of one of their own Wit- 
neffes, that the Defendant was now poffefled 
of the Intereft of Fourteen Thoufand Pounds 
^ a Year at 5 per Cent, which every one knows is 

a yearly Iqcome of Seven Hundred Pounds ; be- 
jfides which, the Defendant has Half-Pay, as a 
Non-commiffioned OiEcer in his Majefty's Na-i. 
vy ; and, if my Inftruftions are true, though ic 
has not been given as Matter of Evidence, irt 
this Caule^ the Defendant Qamjpier is poifeffed 
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pi -^A confiderable perfonal Eflate. But, Gen- 
tlemen, let ic be fuppofed, that the Detendant 
knot worth a Farthing, does it therefore follow^ 
that fmall , or inconfiderable Damages muft be 

E' iven I Ko, furely, the Damages arc to be e- 
imated according to the Heinoufnet$ arid Ob- 
iicjuiry of thq Offence coimnit'b^ Accdrding- 
Jy, in a'Cafe tried ^in tliis Court, whereui a 
Footman was Defendant^ when thejury found 
^ a Verdift for the Plaimiffi. with Damages to 
the A ttiouht of Five Thbufand founds j \ aiid in 
this Cafe, 1 cannot fe? how you, Gerttlemen, 
can 6nd lefs Damages for the much mjured 
Plaintiff Admiral Jf^oze^/^ J. . * 

^ Then the lord Chief Juftice delivered a yetjr 

learned and ingenious Charge to the Jury, Tet- 
ting htih the Eviclfeiice on ^th Sides |n a plain 
and diftinck Mannet;«^He dwelt ibine "time on 
the Evidence arifing ftom the Defendant's Let- 
ters, as they had been proved to be the Defen- 
dant's own Hand- writing,' and ihewed how they 
correfponded with and corroborated the Evi- 
, dence of Elizahtb Bentiey. Which lafted hear . 
Ttiree (Quarters of ap Hour. ^ ] . i 

After which the Jpry '^withdrew for, abour . 
Twenty. Minutes, and brought jn theit.Verdift 
for the Plaintiff, with One' Thoufand Pounds 

Damages againft the Defendant/ 

> ■ . , . \ ■ ' . . ^ ■ '* , 

ji ! The^Gourt was much crowded all the Trialj; c 

^ and the A^holc was nop over till a^^ - ^ 

of an Hour after Twelve "o'Clock pii Sapdajf ^ i^ 

Mbrningw V - ' \, ^;/'^', ;. '* ",.';■'•'. ' 'I 
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